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Established on a founding vision which is over 400 years old, 
our educational provision continues to be tailored for girls.  
Our independence allows us to incorporate the best 
combination of traditional and modern teaching and learning 
approaches, to be a strong and lovely school which achieves 
‘excellence in every possible area of educational provision’, 
according to our latest Independent Schools Inspectorate  
(ISI) report. 

Girls from the age of four are welcomed into the Junior 
School, where we take great pride in nurturing their progress 
to Senior School, at age 11, where, in turn, we develop their 
independence, both personal and intellectual, ahead of  
A Level studies in our Sixth Form  from age 16. All students  
are personally known and cherished by our teachers and 
support staff. 

Your daughter will delight in and long cherish her particular 
memories and friendships from her time at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge. Please do bring your family to meet us and see  
for yourselves. 

Ours is no ordinary school. Opening doors to creativity, to self-development, to new friendships 
and to nurturing new talents, we offer our girls an extraordinary environment of love and joy  
in which they can develop their individual personalities, flourish academically and discover 
their passions. 

Welcome to  
St Mary’s Junior School, Cambridge

 
 The school day 

The school welcomes girls from 8.00am for supervised 
activity until the official start of the school day, at 
8.45am. The school day finishes at 3.20pm for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2; at 3.30pm for Year 3 and Year 4;  
and at 3.40pm for Year 5 and Year 6. 

After-school supervised care, commencing with  
a light tea, is available from 4.00pm for a nominal  
charge. Homework club is available for those who  
would like to get a head-start on homework.

A wide-ranging schedule of activities is updated each 
term and always includes highlights such as art  
& craft, dance, languages and sports. Clubs finish  
at 5.00pm and Twilight Club which runs until 6.00pm  
is supervised by our classroom assistants.

“Mummy, what will  
my first day be like?  
Will the teachers be 

friendly? Will the other 
children play with me  

at break? I hope we will  
do some drawing… ”

Sophie
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Clearly it is a model offering strengths and benefits to enrich 
pupils’ educational journeys.  Students benefit from a tailored 
education in which gender stereotypes are not given room  
to grow, teaching and learning approaches are selected to suit 
distinct learning styles, and the school environment offers 
individual support and encourages pupils to look beyond 
themselves so that they enter adulthood with an academic 
advantage, aspiring to be more and to give more.

Evidence shows that girls at single-sex schools not only achieve 
consistently better examination results than peers from co-
educational schools, but better acquire important life skills too 
– instilling confidence and independence, an instinct to achieve 
and the ability to lead. Girls-only schools do this by tailoring 
teaching and pastoral care for the benefit of girls:

• Learning styles: girls and boys mature at different rates  
 and learn in different ways. Many girls benefit from being  
 in an environment that provides an education tailored   
 specifically to girls’ learning styles, needs and  
 developmental stage. 

• Confidence: research shows that girls like to work  
 collaboratively and enjoy problem-solving, but they tend  
 to be more self-critical than boys. In our girls-only   
 classrooms, girls have the space to allow their intellectual  
 and social confidence to blossom, discovering who they are  
 and where they want to be in the future. 

• Leadership and risk: girls at girls’ schools learn to be   
  leaders; there are no boys to dominate the leadership roles.  
 When it’s all down to the girls, they learn not only to take  
 responsibility but how to lead naturally and inspire others.

• Quashing gender stereotypes: research also shows that  
 in a single-sex school girls are less likely to follow gender  
 stereotypes, instead choosing subjects according to ability  
 and interest. Our girls experiment with subjects traditionally  
 considered as boys’ subjects without hesitation, and are  
 confident choosing Physics alongside Photography,  
 Chemistry alongside Classical Civilisation, and Mathematics  
 alongside Mandarin.

• Careers: girls in girls’ schools do not view any career as   
 being closed to them, rather they are encouraged to pursue  
 any role they choose. Through the provision of a wide range  
 of subjects, and excellent careers advice and work experience  
 opportunities, our school gives girls the confidence to fulfil  
 their ambitions.

• Academic results: with all of the above, it is unsurprising  
 that girls (and boys) do better academically at single-sex  
 schools. Recent research on GCSE performance at   
 independent schools from the Curriculum, Evaluation and  
 Management (CEM) Centre at Durham University confirms:  
 “the average performance of pupils of both genders in single- 
 sex schools is better than the average performance of their  
 counterparts in mixed schools by a significant margin”.

Single-sex education has a proud tradition of academic excellence in this country, whether 
it be all boys’ boarding such as Eton or Winchester or all girls’ boarding such as at our sister 
school, St Mary’s Ascot, or mainly day provision for boys for example Westminster or St Paul’s, 
or full day provision for girls at St Paul’s Girls’ School or North London Collegiate. 

A proud tradition of educating girls

Choosing the right school for your daughter where she will be nurtured and gain the best  
possible academic start in life is one of the most important decisions you will make. 

Our ethos and foundation

We believe that our excellent relationships with the parents 
of our pupils is the foundation of strength which allows us to 
recognise the potential of each and every pupil, accept, nurture 
and celebrate each girl, enabling her to make her contribution 
within our school and wider society. Starting from Reception, 
we help our very youngest girls to start making sense of the 
world around them, so that they can find their place in it. 

Our school’s remarkable foundress, Mary Ward (1585 - 1645), 
dedicated her life to providing educational opportunities for 
girls and attempting to open up new opportunities for women 
who had a religious vocation within the Catholic church. She  
is a wonderful role model to our school community of a woman 
of integrity, discernment, courage and love. Many of her 17th 
century schools have survived in continental Europe and our 
school in Cambridge was established in 1898 as part of the late 
Victorian expansion of this city. We are part of a global network 
of almost 200 Mary Ward schools.

Ours is a Christian school of Catholic heritage in which girls  
of all faiths and secular backgrounds are warmly welcomed  
and where the precious uniqueness of each individual is valued. 
Our many years’ experience of tailoring academic, pastoral, 
creative and athletic provision to girls’ needs has made us 
adept at unlocking the potential of every girl. We have a 
heartfelt desire to support learners of all types to achieve  
the very best of their abilities. From our ‘sport for all’ mantra, 
which ensures girls experience a wide variety of sports in
order to discover those about which they are passionate, 

to our pastoral provision which is grounded in love, respect  
and trust, our community confidently, joyfully and ambitiously 
nurtures all aspects of a girl’s development. 

“Daddy, when  
I grow up I think  

I will be an astronaut. 
We spoke to a real life 

astronaut today –  
he is IN SPACE  
RIGHT NOW!”

Sophie

To reflect a deepening of our core purpose and values,  
in consultation with staff and pupils, we have refined our 
school aims which are lived out in our daily school lives:

• To deliver an excellent, challenging and innovative  
 academic education which fosters an independent  
 love of learning, intellectual curiosity and knowledge
• To provide an aspirational all-round education   
 promoting creativity, enterprise, collaboration;  
 building life-long skills
• To encourage in each girl a sense of her own worth,  
 talents and aptitudes so that she will realise these  
 with courage and resilience
• To provide a strong moral and spiritual framework  
 underpinned by the core values of integrity, justice  
 and respect for human dignity
• To create an environment of love, hope and joy based  
 on Gospel values in which individuals are cherished  
 and genuine relationships are nurtured
• To develop confident global citizens by instilling  
 a strong sense of responsibility towards others  
 and through charity and service to  the local and  
 world-wide community
• To walk alongside our parents, valuing their role  
 as the first educator of the child
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Early Years (Age four to five)
Our Early Years curriculum is tailored to each child to provide an active learning 
experience. This first stage of schooling lays important foundations for establishing 
routines that are conducive to learning, while providing opportunities to develop  
key skills through practice, discussion and reflection. We encourage girls to grow  
in independence, self-discipline and responsibility in readiness for their future.

Girls are introduced to school routines such as lunch in the dining room, assembly 
and House meetings from an early age. Through these experiences, we help to  
develop positive social traits such as sharing and treating others well.

Our nurturing environment and broad and innovative curriculum engender in the girls  
a spirit of positive thinking and purpose, compassion and high aspirations, through which 
worlds of endless possibility, wonder and joy are opened up.

Our youngest girls spend much of their time in the Coach 
House, our dedicated Early Years home, which provides 
teaching and learning spaces crafted with young learners  
in mind. The girls in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 play 
together during break times in their own soft playground.  
Class sizes are small, around 20 children per class, enabling 
our committed and caring Early Years teachers to tailor their 
teaching to suit the needs of each of the girls. The little ones 
love heading over to Acton House, the main Junior School 
building, to join their older peers for assemblies and lunch, 
and to use the library and facilities for dance and gym.

Acton House, a beautifully refurbished Victorian home, 
comprises classrooms for Year 3 to Year 6, as well as  

facilities used by the entire Junior School, including the 
assembly hall and library on the first floor and the dining 
room, which doubles up as gymnasium, on the ground floor.

The girls tend a sensory garden in the surrounding grounds 
with dedicated areas in which each year group investigates 
natural phenomena and conducts experiments. The outdoor 
theatre provides a natural backdrop and artistic inspiration  
for Drama lessons and theatrical performances. The multi-
purpose court provides a hard surface for imaginative outdoor 
play as well as the appropriate surface for netball and  
tennis lessons.

We delight in the fact that the setting of our Junior School on Chaucer Road  
is so beautiful and creates a range of opportunities and learning environments 
from the dynamic and colourful to the tranquil and safe; in every sense we offer  
a flexible space for learning.

Prep (Age seven to 11)
We work hard to ensure that the transition into Prep is smooth and continues  
to build upon the valuable skills learnt in Early Years and Pre-prep. English, 
Mathematics, Science and ICT remain the girls’ core subjects, which are carefully 
linked with other areas of study in order to help the girls begin to develop individual 
approaches to learning.

The girls’ proactive contribution to the Junior School community continues with 
increased opportunities for responsibility. Year 6 pupils become House Family Leaders 
which requires them to: look after younger family members and encourage their 
participation in a wide range of House activities; lead assemblies; and come up with 
events for the inter-house charity fundraising initiative. Year 6 girls are also given 
other positions of responsibility in the school including acting as monitors, reading 
buddies, Pre-prep helpers and readers in services and concerts.

Pre-prep (Age five to seven)
Our girls enjoy a varied timetable that helps to develop creativity and independent 
thinking. A strong emphasis is placed on English and Mathematics, Science and 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) balanced with Art, Geography, 
History, World Religions and Religious Education (RE) and Personal, Health and  
Social Education (PHSE). 

Girls in the Pre-prep are actively involved in all aspects of school life, including  
a Pre-prep performance choir, class assemblies for parents and the rest of the  
school, House meetings and the School Council.

Learning experience
Our Junior School grounds  
– Chaucer Road

St Mary’s School, Cambridge  •  Junior School Prospectus

7

St Mary’s School, Cambridge  •  Junior School Prospectus

6



We advocate our Creative Curriculum with conviction! It merges traditional elements  
of learning with creativity, challenge, independence and discovery.

The practical and cross-curricular approach integrates  
different study disciplines – such as Science, Art, Geography, 
and Music – under one unifying topic, to ensure girls see the 
relevance of each discipline in context. For instance, a topic 
such as The Titanic will lead to reflections on the lives of the 
individuals at the time (History and English), designing and 
building boats (Engineering), and investigating floating  
and sinking (Science). 

This ‘joined up’ approach to teaching and learning encourages 
the girls to become more inquisitive about related areas  
of investigation as they begin to understand how different  
parts combine to form a whole. The girls develop creative, 
critical and reflective thinking, and become excited and 
enthusiastic learners.  

The Creative Curriculum incorporates:

• Essentials for learning and life – literacy and   
 communication, numeracy, ICT, learning and thinking skills,  
 and personal, social and emotional skills 
 
• Areas of learning – aspects of historical, geographical,  
 artistic or social investigation, which form the basis for  
 the half term topic 

• Religious Education – spiritual, ethical or moral   
 understanding 

• Languages – exposure to all aspects of a language including  
 vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as the culture,  
 traditions and history of countries speaking those languages

• Physical Education, Health and Well-being – games  
 which build tactical skill, an understanding of fair play, team  
 work and healthy competition, decision making, rules and  
 the link to healthy life-styles

• Music – aspects of creative music making, theory and   
 composition 

A common thread throughout the Junior School curriculum  
is our commitment to welcoming speakers into school to hold  
a range of workshops – from local illustrators and authors,  
to representatives from global pharmaceutical companies. 
We also like to use our distinctive outdoor areas on site 
wherever possible to enrich the learning experience beyond 
the classroom. Off-site education is a highlight for the girls and 
includes cultural or historical activities, environmental studies, 
sports fixtures and residential trips. We visit the local University 
of Cambridge museums regularly, and venture further afield  
to enhance various aspects of the curriculum, recognising  
the invaluable contribution that these experiences make  
to children’s education. 

Junior School assessment 
Whilst we are careful not to create pressure for the girls and 
concern for their parents, assessment of pupil progress is an 
important method by which to ensure the girls’ understanding 
is being nurtured and their needs are being met.

Assessment occurs at the end of every topic or half term and 
takes a variety of forms including informal questioning and 
discussion, self-evaluation, peer feedback, and teacher review 
of the girls’ work. We use Non-Verbal Reasoning (NVR), Verbal 
Reasoning (VR), Progress in English (long version) and Progress 
in Maths tests to provide baseline assessment against which  
to monitor individual pupil progress. The York Reading Test is 
also used to generate reading ages and comprehension. 

Creative Curriculum
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The values that underpin this moral and social philosophy 
are very much in line with those of our foundress, Mary Ward, 
and are translated through the curriculum into opportunities 
for the girls to learn and, more importantly, engage with 
the world around them. Issues such as poverty and hunger, 
unequal distribution of wealth and opportunity, environmental 
degradation and diminishing resources are some of the 
challenges that the girls confront, investigate and ultimately 
act upon.

Development Education is an approach to learning that leads  
to a greater understanding of global inequalities, why they 
exist, and what can be done to improve (or develop) the 
situation. Imparting this strand of thinking to our girls may 
seem highly aspirational given their age, but we strive to sow 
seeds of discernment as early as possible, and to equip the  
girls with the age-appropriate knowledge and skills they will 
need to make sound decisions for a just and sustainable world. 

Development Education

Enrichment
The Junior School Enrichment Programme further enables 
our brightest girls to investigate a broader series of 
challenges – from topics such as active citizenship, rights 
and responsibilities, community engagement and health and 
lifestyle. The challenges link to modern social justice issues, 
and offer our most able pupils the chance to develop critical 
and philosophical thinking, independent research skills, 
and a habit of reflection. The girls develop political, media, 
environmental and cultural awareness – important attributes  
on which to build beyond the Junior School gates.

A core commitment of the school, from Reception to Sixth Form, is that learners  
of all ages are encouraged to explore the relationship between global issues  
and their own everyday lives and it is through the Junior School’s Creative Curriculum  
that Development Education is initiated.

 
“I wrote  

a letter to our MP today,  
Mummy, because did  

you know that there are lots  
of girls and boys in other  

countries who aren’t allowed  
to go to school? I don’t think  

that is really very fair for them,  
so we wrote to ask what  

can be done to help.”
Sophie
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Engineering, Technology and Design
As one of the only schools in the region to have structured 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
lessons in place from Reception, we are ahead of the curve. Our 
dedicated STEM co-ordinator works with each year group for 
one afternoon a week on a specific STEM-related topic, over a 
half term. The work starts in practical Science lessons and then, 
in later sessions, the girls draw on the concepts learned and 
apply their understanding to design and construct something 
related to their topic. 

Through the girls’ learning in Design and Technology, they 
are able to identify a need, plan and develop ideas that can 
eventually be made into a response in the form of systems and 
products. Through this process, girls combine practical skills 
with an understanding of aesthetics, environmental issues and 
scientific processes. Food Technology is also integrated into 
this study. The girls assess and evaluate their work and become 
discerning and informed consumers, and potential innovators.

Sport
Physical Education (PE) lessons and extra-curricular sports are 
popular and important parts of life at our Junior School. All girls 
are encouraged to participate for the benefit of their own health 
and fitness, and also to learn valuable lessons about team work, 
fair play and respect.

Each year group takes part in PE lessons which are designed 
for their age group. The girls in Reception participate in gym 
activities once a week, complemented with daily movement 
activity sessions of up to 20 minutes. Year 1 and Year 2 girls 
take gym and dance classes once a week, taught by a specialist 
PE teacher, and the girls also take movement activities and 
sport with their class teacher. Our Year 3 to Year 6 girls have two 
and a half hours of sport each week, including athletics, dance, 
gymnastics, hockey, netball, rounders and swimming, as well 
as the opportunity to take part in extra-curricular sports clubs.

Music
We have a vibrant music programme which offers something 
for everyone. The girls participate in class Music lessons with 
our specialist Music teacher once a week and many also take 
individual lessons with our peripatetic Music teachers. There 
are frequent opportunities for performance including at our 
Christmas and summer concerts, which are the highlights  
of the school’s musical calendar.
 

 

Developing potential

Drama
Drama is a hugely popular part of the Junior School Creative 
Curriculum. It plays an important role in helping girls build 
confidence, develop interpersonal skills and express themselves 
creatively. Opportunities to participate include timetabled 
Drama lessons, Nativity plays and other full-scale productions, 
and extra-curricular clubs.  

Extra-curricular
Our girls’ experiences are further enriched by their involvement 
in extra-curricular groups, clubs and sporting activities. Special 
interest clubs develop the individual person by opening young 
minds to new experiences, interests, skills and challenges which 

in turn produce new-found confidence. These opportunities 
additionally provide chances for social development because 
pupils of all ages come together to explore new activities  
with teachers from different classes. We offer a range of  
clubs in which to take part including: athletics; gym; dance; 
orchestra; wind group; chamber choir; French theatre; 
Mandarin; computing. The girls decide which activities they 
wish to attend on an ad hoc, or routine, basis.
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Places at St Mary’s Junior School, Cambridge are offered on 
the basis of a combination of an individual interview, results 
of age appropriate activities and assessments, and a reference 
from a current school (all are on an individual basis and as 
appropriate). In line with every aspect of life at our school,  
the assessment process is designed to be as friendly 
and enjoyable for the girls as possible. For more detailed 
information please visit stmaryscambridge.co.uk or telephone 
our admissions department on +44 (0)1223 224167. 

St Mary’s Junior School, Cambridge, where we open doors,  
open minds and open up worlds – come and see for yourself!

Joining us

“We are all so  
excited! Our class  

teacher told us that there 
are going to be some new 

girls joining our class!  
We all can’t wait  
to meet them!

Sophie

15
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Matthew O’Reilly, Head of Juniors

St Mary’s School, 6 Chaucer Road, Cambridge, CB2 7EB
Admissions: +44 (0)1223 224167
Reception: +44 (0)1223 311666

stmaryscambridge.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolCambridge
https://twitter.com/stmaryssch
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-mary%27s-school-cambridge
https://www.instagram.com/stmaryscambridge/
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